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Annotation. The article presents the results of a study aimed at assessing changes in the diameter of the great saphenous vein of
the lower extremities in patients with varicose veins treated with thermal methods. Two thermal techniques were considered in the
study, namely endovenous laser ablation and radiofrequency ablation. The changes in the diameter of the great saphenous vein at
different stages of treatment were compared: before surgery, 2 weeks, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months and 12 months after the
intervention. The ultrasound method was used to determine the change in the diameter of the great saphenous vein. The results were
processed using Microsoft Office for Windows software. The statistical analysis showed that both methods demonstrate high efficiency
in the treatment of patients with varicose veins of the lower extremities. In both groups, a significant reduction in vein diameter was
observed at each of the control stages. The conclusions of the study are of practical importance for choosing the optimal treatment
tactics for patients with varicose veins of the lower extremities. They can serve as a basis for further clinical trials aimed at improving
thermal techniques and evaluating their effectiveness in different groups of patients.
Keywords: great saphenous vein, EVLA, RFA, diameter of the great saphenous vein, varicose veins, chronic venous insufficiency.

Introduction
Varicose veins are one of the manifestations of chronic

venous diseases and indicate the presence of chronic
venous insufficiency. The main approach to the treatment
of varicose veins involves surgical intervention, which is
implemented using a variety of techniques. These
techniques fall into two main categories: “thermal”, which
use thermal exposure, and “non-thermal”, which involve
other mechanisms of action, to eliminate varicose veins of
the lower extremities [1, 2, 5].

Thermal methods of treating varicose veins of the lower
extremities have advantages over non-thermal methods in
closing the lumen of the great saphenous vein and can be
used for veins with a larger diameter [9]. However, these
techniques require the use of tumescent anesthesia, since
such operations are accompanied by the creation of high
temperatures in the lumen of the great saphenous vein,
which is necessary to achieve closure of its lumen [13].
Due to the high temperature in the lumen of the vein, it is
necessary to create an additional protective layer of
anesthetic to reduce pain and reduce the thermal effect on
the surrounding tissues. Therefore, in comparison with
non-thermal techniques, endovenous laser ablation
(EVLA) and radiofrequency ablation (RFA) have a much
higher incidence of postoperative complications such as
burns, paresthesias, hematomas, which affect the patient’s
quality of life in the postoperative period [3, 8, 11].

Surgical treatment of varicose veins of the lower
extremities is currently considered one of the most effective
methods, taking into account the stage and degree of
development of the disease [7, 10]. Thermal treatment
methods have been successfully proven in medical practice

and show encouraging results in the treatment of varicose
veins of the lower extremities [6].

The objective of this study  is to ascertain the extent of
reduction in the diameter of the great saphenous vein in
the postoperative period following the utilisation of thermal
methods for the closure of the vein lumen.

Materials and methods
This study was conducted at the Department of

Endoscopic and Cardiovascular Surgery of the National
Pirogov Memorial Medical University and the Clinical Highly
Specialized Center for Cardiovascular Surgery and X-ray
and Endovascular Surgery, Interventional Cardiology and
Reperfusion Therapy of the Vinnytsia Regional Pirogov
Clinical Hospital named after M.I. Pirogov.

A prospective evaluation of the results of surgical
treatment of patients with varicose veins of the saphenous
veins of the lower extremities using thermal techniques
(EVLA, RFA) was conducted. The reduction in diameter of
the great saphenous vein in the femoral and lower leg
segments was analyzed, with the segments divided into
the upper third of the thigh (upp/3 thigh), the middle third of
the thigh (mid/3 thigh), the lower third of the thigh (low/3
thigh), as well as the upper (upp/3 tibial), middle (mid/3
tibial), and lower third of the tibial (low/3 tibial).

The data were analyzed according to the two groups of
patients, distinguished by the method of surgery selected.
The initial cohort, comprising 50 patients, underwent EVLA,
while the subsequent cohort, comprising 108 patients,
underwent RFA. The two groups were homogeneous in
terms of gender and age characteristics. The study was
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conducted by the ethical principles and provisions outlined
in the Helsinki Declaration of Human Rights. Before
enrollment in the study, all patients provided written informed
consent.

Ultrasound diagnostics were employed to evaluate the
extent of reduction in the diameter of the great saphenous
vein in the postoperative period. Measurements were
conducted at the following time points: preoperatively, at
two weeks, one month, three months, six months, and 12
months post-intervention. The collected data were
processed using Microsoft Office for Windows software,
facilitating the analysis of diverse types of information.

The study was approved by the Biomedical Ethics
Committee of the National Pirogov Memorial Medical
University (Protocol No. 7 of October 01, 2020).

The study is a fragment of the research work
“Development and implementation of innovative
technologies in the treatment and prevention of violations
of the integrity and patency of blood vessels in wartime”,
state registration number  0123U100204.

Results. Discussion
Changes in the diameter of the great saphenous vein

observed with the use of the EVLA technique are shown in
Figure 1.

In patients who underwent treatment with EVLA, the
diameter of the GSV in the upper third of the thigh was
observed to be 9.9±2.16 mm on the 14th day following
surgery. This value was found to be statistically significantly
(p<0.01) smaller than the initial values, which were
recorded at 11.27±2.44 mm. The reduction in diameter was
found to be 12.16%. One month later, this parameter
decreased to 9.31±2.07 mm, which is significantly
(p<0.001) less by 17.39% from the initial data and unreliably
(p>0.05) by 5.24% from the previous values. At the three-
month mark, the size of the GSV had decreased to
8.13±1.91 mm, which was significantly (p<0.001) 27.86%
smaller than the initial values and reliably (p<0.01) 10.47%
smaller than the results of the previous period. Six months
following the surgical procedure, the diameter of the GSV
exhibited a statistically significant (p<0.001) reduction to
7.22±1.84 mm, representing a 35.94% decrease from the
baseline data and a 8.07% decline from the preceding
measurements. One year following the intervention, the
index decreased to 6.02±2.08 mm, representing a
statistically significant (p<0.001) reduction of 46.58% from
the initial value and a significant (p<0.01) decrease of
10.65% compared to the results of the preceding stage.

In patients who underwent surgical treatment using the
EVLA technique, the average diameter of the middle third
of the femoral segment of the GSV was 8.66±1.88 mm on
the 14th day after surgery. This value is significantly (p<0.01)
less than the initial values (9.86±2.16 mm), with a reduction
of 12.17%. One month following the intervention, the index
decreased to 7.7±1.72 mm, representing a significant
(p<0.001) 21.91% reduction compared to the initial values

and a significant (p<0.01) 9.74% decline compared to the
previous stage. At the three-month mark, the mean diameter
of the GSV had decreased to 6.96±1.61 mm, representing
a significant (p<0.001) 29.41% reduction compared to the
baseline data and a notable (p<0.05) 7.51% decline
compared to the preceding period. Six months following
the surgical procedure, the diameter of the GSV was
observed to be 5.97±1.57 mm, representing a statistically
significant (p<0.001) reduction of 39.45% compared to the
baseline values and a statistically significant (p<0.01)
reduction of 10.04% compared to the previous stage. One
year after the intervention, the average diameter of the GSV
decreased to 5.13±1.71 mm, representing a significant
reduction (p<0.001) of 47.97% compared to the baseline
values and a significant decrease (p<0.05) of 8.52%
compared to the previous stage.

In patients undergoing surgery by EVLA, on the 14th
day of the study, the mean diameter of the lower third of the
femoral segment of the GSV was 7.95±1.76 mm, which
exhibited a statistically significant (p<0.01) decrease of
12.54% compared with the initial values (9.09±2 mm). After
one month, the index was 7.27±1.64 mm, which was
significantly (p<0.001) lower by 20.02% from the baseline
values and by 7.48% (p<0.05) from the previous period.
After three months, the mean diameter was 6.17±1.4 mm,
which was significantly (p<0.001) less than the initial
values by 32.12% and the previous values by 12.1%
(p<0.001). After six months, the mean diameter decreased
to 5.59±1.5 mm, which is significantly (p<0.001) lower by
38.5% from the initial values and by 6.38% (p<0.05) from
the previous period. One year following the surgical
procedure, the value reached 4.78±1.59 mm, representing
a statistically significant reduction (p<0.001) of 47.41% from
the initial measurement and 8.91% (p<0.05) from the
previous value.

In patients who underwent surgery using the EVLA
method, the mean diameter of the upper third of the tibial
segment of the GSV was 7.38±1.63 mm on the 14th day of
the study. This value significantly decreased (p<0.01) by
12.46% compared with the initial values (8.43±1.85 mm).
After one month, the value decreased to 6.76±1.54 mm,
which is significantly (p<0.001) less by 19.81% from the
initial value and by 7.35% (p>0.05) from the previous period.
After three months, the indicator was 5.73±1.27 mm, which
was significantly (p<0.001) less than the initial values by
32.03% and the previous values by 12.22% (p<0.001). After
six months, the diameter was 5.21±1.32 mm, which is
significantly (p<0.001) less than the initial values by 38.2%
and less than the previous values by 6.17% (p<0.05). After
12 months, the index was 4.44±1.55 mm, which is
significantly (p<0.001) lower by 47.33% from the initial
values and by 9.13% (p<0.01) from the previous stage of
the study.

In patients who underwent surgery using the EVLA
method, the diameter of the middle third of the tibial
segment of the GSV was 5.78±0.73 mm on day 14. This
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Fig. 1. Dynamics of reduction of GSV segments during 12 months with the use of EVLA.
Notes. Statistically significant difference in relation to the specified study periods:  - p<0.05;  - p<0.01; � - p<0.001.
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value significantly (p<0.001) decreased by 12.69% from
the initial values (6.62±0.82 mm). One month later, this
indicator had decreased to 5.07±0.65 mm, representing a
23.41% reduction from the initial values (p<0.001) and a
10.73% reduction from the previous period (p<0.001). Three
months postoperatively, the diameter was 4.47±0.63 mm,
representing a 32.48% reduction from the baseline values
(p<0.001) and a 9.06% reduction from the previous values
(p<0.001). After six months, the diameter decreased to
4±0.77 mm, representing a 39.58% reduction compared
to the initial values (p<0.001) and a 7.1% reduction
compared to the previous period (p<0.01). After 12 months,
the diameter was 3.6±0.95 mm, representing a 45.62%
reduction compared to the initial values (p<0.001) and a
6.04% reduction compared to the previous period (p<0.05).

In patients who underwent surgery using the EVLA
technique, the diameter of the lower third of the tibial
segment of the GSV was 4.06±0.35 mm on the 14th day of
the study, which was significantly (p<0.001) 6.45% less
than the initial values (4.34±0.36 mm). One month later,
this indicator had decreased to 3.82±0.34 mm, representing
a 11.98% reduction (p<0.001) from the initial values and a
5.53% reduction (p<0.001) from the previous
measurement. Three months later, the diameter had
decreased to 3.55±0.31 mm, representing an 18.2%
reduction compared to the initial values (p<0.001) and a
6.22% reduction compared to the previous measurements
(p<0.001). Following a six-month period, the diameter was
recorded at 3.33±0.31 mm, representing a 23.27%
reduction in comparison to the initial values (p<0.001) and
a 5.07% decline in relation to the preceding period
(p<0.001). After 12 months, the indicator exhibited a
decrease to 3.12±0.32 mm, representing a 28.11%
reduction compared to the initial values (p<0.001) and a
4.84% reduction compared to the previous measurement
(p<0.01).

The dynamics of changes in the diameter of the great
saphenous vein when using the RFA surgical intervention
technique is shown in Figure 2.

In patients who underwent surgery using the RFA
technique, the diameter of the lower third of the tibial
segment of the GSV was 4.06±0.35 mm on the 14th day of
the study, which was significantly (p<0.001) 6.45% less
than the initial values (4.34±0.36 mm). One month later,
this indicator had decreased to 3.82±0.34 mm, representing
a 11.98% reduction (p<0.001) from the initial values and a
5.53% reduction (p<0.001) from the previous
measurement. Three months later, the diameter had
decreased to 3.55±0.31 mm, representing an 18.2%
reduction compared to the initial values (p<0.001) and a
6.22% reduction compared to the previous measurements
(p<0.001). Following a six-month period, the diameter was
recorded at 3.33±0.31 mm, representing a 23.27%
reduction in comparison to the initial values (p<0.001) and
a 5.07% decline in relation to the preceding period
(p<0.001). After 12 months, the indicator exhibited a

decrease to 3.12±0.32 mm, representing a 28.11%
reduction compared to the initial values (p<0.001) and a
4.84% reduction compared to the previous measurement
(p<0.01).

In patients who underwent surgery using the RFA
technique, the diameter of the lower third of the tibial
segment of the GSV was 4.06±0.35 mm on the 14th day of
the study, which was significantly (p<0.001) 6.45% less
than the initial values (4.34±0.36 mm). One month later,
this indicator had decreased to 3.82±0.34 mm, representing
a 11.98% reduction (p<0.001) from the initial values and a
5.53% reduction (p<0.001) from the previous
measurement. Three months later, the diameter had
decreased to 3.55±0.31 mm, representing an 18.2%
reduction compared to the initial values (p<0.001) and a
6.22% reduction compared to the previous measurements
(p<0.001). Following a six-month period, the diameter was
recorded at 3.33±0.31 mm, representing a 23.27%
reduction in comparison to the initial values (p<0.001) and
a 5.07% decline in relation to the preceding period
(p<0.001). After 12 months, the indicator exhibited a
decrease to 3.12±0.32 mm, representing a 28.11%
reduction compared to the initial values (p<0.001) and a
4.84% reduction compared to the previous measurement
(p<0.01).

In patients who underwent RFA, the diameter of the
lower third of the femoral segment of the GSV was
7.81±1.68 mm on day 14 of the study, which was
significantly (p<0.001) 12.74% less than the initial values
(8.95±1.93). One month following the operation, the figure
was 7.18±1.62 mm (p<0.001), representing a 19.78%
reduction compared to the initial values and a 7.04%
reduction compared to the previous period. After three
months, the diameter was 6.07±1.36 mm (p<0.001),
representing a 32.29% reduction compared to the baseline
and a 12.51% reduction compared to the previous values.
At the six-month mark, the index had decreased to
5.45±1.32 mm (p<0.001), representing a 39.22% reduction
from the baseline and a 6.93% decline from the preceding
stage of the study. At 12 months postoperatively, the
diameter of the GSV was 4.68±1.4 mm (p<0.001),
representing a 47.82% reduction compared to the initial
values and an 8.6% reduction compared to the previous
time point.

In patients who underwent RFA, the diameter of the
lower third of the femoral segment of the GSV was
7.81±1.68 mm on day 14 of the study, which was
significantly (p<0.001) 12.74% less than the initial values
(8.95±1.93). One month following the operation, the figure
was 7.18±1.62 mm (p<0.001), representing a 19.78%
reduction compared to the initial values and a 7.04%
reduction compared to the previous period. After three
months, the diameter was 6.07±1.36 mm (p<0.001),
representing a 32.29% reduction compared to the baseline
and a 12.51% reduction compared to the previous values.
At the six-month mark, the index had decreased to
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Fig. 2. Dynamics of reduction of GSV segments over 12 months with the use of RFA.
Notes. Statistically significant difference in relation to the specified study periods: - p<0.05;  - p<0.01; �- p<0.001.
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5.45±1.32 mm (p<0.001), representing a 39.22% reduction
from the baseline and a 6.93% decline from the preceding
stage of the study. At 12 months postoperatively, the
diameter of the GSV was 4.68±1.4 mm (p<0.001),
representing a 47.82% reduction compared to the initial
values and an 8.6% reduction compared to the previous
time point.

In patients who underwent RFA, the diameter of the
middle third of the tibial segment of the GSV on day 14 was
5.64±0.69 mm, which was significantly (p<0.001) 12.15%
less than the initial values (6.42±0.75). One month later,
this indicator had decreased to 4.95±0.61 mm (p<0.001),
representing a 22.9% reduction compared to the baseline
values and a 10.75% reduction compared to the previous
time point. After three months, the diameter decreased to
4.33±0.54 mm (p<0.001), representing a 32.55% reduction
compared to the baseline and a 9.66% reduction compared
to the previous values. After six months, the diameter was
3.84±0.58 mm (p<0.001), representing a 40.19% reduction
compared to the initial values and a 7.63% reduction
compared to the previous period. Twelve months following
the surgical procedure, the diameter was 3.4±0.67 mm
(p<0.001), representing a 47.04% reduction compared to
the initial values and a 6.85% reduction compared to the
previous values.

In patients who underwent RFA, the diameter of the
lower third of the tibial segment of the GSV on day 14 of the
study was 3.98±0.45 mm, representing a 6.57% reduction
compared to the initial values (4.26±0.47 mm) (p<0.001). A
one-month follow-up revealed a further reduction in this
indicator to 3.72±0.43 mm (p<0.001), representing a
12.68% decrease from the initial values and a 6.1%
reduction compared to the previous period. Three months
post-procedure, the diameter was 3.48±0.4 mm (p<0.001),
representing an 18.31% reduction from the baseline and a
5.63% reduction from the previous period. After six months,
the diameter exhibited a further decrease, reaching
3.25±0.39 mm (p<0.001). This represents a 23.71%
reduction compared to the baseline values and a 5.4%
decline compared to the previous period. Twelve months
following the surgical procedure, the diameter of the GSV
was observed to be 3.04±0.37 mm (p<0.001), representing
a 28.64% reduction compared to the initial values and a
4.93% decline compared to the preceding stage.

The analysis of the differences between the groups at
each stage of the study revealed the absence of any
statistically significant difference, thereby confirming the
same dynamics of reduction of all segments of the great
saphenous vein when using these techniques. Thermal

techniques for the surgical treatment of varicose veins of
the lower extremities effectively eliminate the primary
underlying cause of the disease, namely blood reflux
through the great saphenous vein, by closing it. The efficacy
of occlusion is typically evaluated through long-term patient
follow-up, which enables the assessment of the quality of
the technique and the precision of the intervention, as
recommended in the literature [4].

It is imperative to consider the possibility of disease
relapse following the implementation of proposed
therapeutic modalities. Currently, the analysis of scientific
literature has not yielded conclusive evidence regarding
the specific causes of this phenomenon, as there are
numerous potential risk factors. It is, therefore, the
responsibility of the surgeon to take into account the various
concomitant circumstances and to educate the patient on
the importance of weight control, the use of appropriate
medication, and the benefits of maintaining an active
lifestyle to reduce the likelihood of recurrence and to
enhance the efficacy of the treatment plan [12].

This is not the first study to evaluate the closure of the
great saphenous vein and the dynamic follow-up of
patients. However, our work differs from previous studies
in that we focus on the change in its diameter in the
postoperative period. This allows us to obtain quantitative
data and track the dynamics.

These findings will assist surgeons in comprehending
the vein’s postoperative behaviour and responding
appropriately to changes in its diameter or absence, thereby
optimizing the approach to patient treatment and monitoring.

Conclusions and prospects for further
developments

1. Thermal methods of surgical treatment of varicose
veins of the lower extremities have been demonstrated to
be highly effective and suitable for everyday practice.

2. The application of these techniques results in the
obliteration of the lumen of the great saphenous vein and
the cessation of blood flow, which subsequently alters its
diameter.

3. The diameter of the great saphenous vein was found
to have undergone a notable reduction throughout the
observation period.

4. The rate of diameter reduction is contingent upon the
duration of observation; in the early stages, a greater
reduction is observed than in the later stages.

A further study is planned to investigate the quality of life
of patients following surgical treatment using thermal
techniques.
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СТУПІНЬ РЕДУКЦІЇ ДІАМЕТРУ ВЕЛИКОЇ ПІДШКІРНОЇ ВЕНИ В ПІСЛЯОПЕРАЦІЙНОМУ ПЕРІОДІ У ПАЦІЄНТІВ,
ПРООПЕРОВАНИХ ІЗ ВИКОРИСТАННЯМ ТЕРМАЛЬНИХ МЕТОДИК
Петрушенко В. В., Гончаренко Д. П., Гребенюк Д. І.
Анотація. У статті представлено результати дослідження, спрямованого на оцінку змін діаметра великої підшкірної
вени нижніх кінцівок у пацієнтів із варикозним розширенням підшкірних вен, які пройшли лікування за допомогою термальних
методів. У дослідженні розглянуто дві термальні техніки, а саме ендовенозна лазерна коагуляція та радіочастотна
абляція. Проведено порівняння змін діаметра великої підшкірної вени на різних етапах лікування: до операції, через 2 тижні,
1 місяць, 3 місяці, 6 місяців і 12 місяців після втручання. Для визначення зміни діаметра великої підшкірної вени використо-
вувався ультразвуковий метод. Отримані результати були оброблені за допомогою програмного забезпечення Microsoft
Office for Windows. Проведений статистичний аналіз засвідчив, що обидві методики демонструють високу ефективність
у лікуванні пацієнтів із варикозним розширенням підшкірних вен нижніх кінцівок. В обох групах спостерігалося значне
зменшення діаметра вени на кожному з контрольних етапів. Висновки дослідження мають практичне значення для вибору
оптимальної тактики лікування пацієнтів із варикозним розширенням підшкірних вен нижніх кінцівок. Вони можуть стати
основою для подальших клінічних досліджень, спрямованих на вдосконалення термальних методик та оцінку їх ефектив-
ності в різних групах пацієнтів.
Ключові слова: велика підшкірна вена, ЕВЛК, РЧА, діаметр великої підшкірної вени, варикозне розширення підшкірних
вен, хронічна венозна недостатність.
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The degree of reduction of the diameter of the great saphenous vein in the postoperative period in patients...


