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Medical education increasingly pays attention to a curriculum based on the cognitive, psychomotor, 
and emotional areas of student learning. All over the world, there is a shift in the methods of medical ed-
ucation towards experimental (“practical”) medical training - simulation; however, applying this concept 
to real patients is less socially acceptable and subject to legal and ethical issues. A simulation is an artifi -
cial representation of a complex real-world process with suffi cient accuracy to facilitate learning through 
immersion, refl ection, feedback, and practice minus the risks inherent in a similar real-life experience. 
Medical simulation offers numerous potential strategies for comprehensive and hands-on learning and 
safer patient care.

Keywords: medical education, simulation
The purpose of our work was to assess the place of simulation in the system of training medical stu-

dents. We evaluated the role of simulation by surveying 260 medical students during simulation training 
at VNMU. 99.2% of students wrote that simulation should be used more often or should be mandatory 
during training.

Simulation means an artifi cial representation of a complex real-world process with suffi cient accura-
cy to achieve a specifi c goal, such as in training or performance testing. The goal is to facilitate learning 
through immersion (“immersion in a clinical scenario”), refl ection, feedback, and practice minus the risks 
inherent in similar real-life experiences. On-screen graphics simulators provide a more realistic represen-
tation and are portable. They help the student become fully immersed in the situation and require active 
“stage management” of the scenario in response to the intervention. Simulation medical education makes 
it possible to introduce protocol practice into the educational program of postgraduate training. Commu-
nication skills can be improved by demonstrating the value of communication and an individual approach 
to each patient. Simulation can also provide a model for patient safety as innovations are implemented in 
the clinical environment.

A survey of 260 students was conducted during simulation training at VNMU. Students highly rated 
the simulation program and considered it a valuable learning experience. A total of 232 (89.2%) stu-
dents identifi ed improved communication and teamwork skills as key learning points; 244(93.8%) be-
lieved that they learned to better approach the problem, particularly in terms of using a systems approach, 
and 255(98%) believed that they learned to better apply their theoretical knowledge in clinical settings. 
242(93%) students positively evaluated the use of simulation during training, 258(99.2%) students wrote 
that simulation should be used more often or should be mandatory during training. 205(78.8%) students 
commented positively on the realism of the learning experience, and 255(98%) students said they appre-
ciated the opportunity to learn new skills in a safe environment.

Conclusion
Learning with mannequins is a place for critical thinking and questioning about many aspects and 

components of simulation education. These questions, in turn, will lead to empirical research that will 
provide feedback on changes that may be necessary to achieve the goal of improving professional perfor-
mance. Based on such research, simulation training can be considered responsible for the results, that is, 
whether these educational methods actually lead to a reduction in medication errors or not, and whether 
the ability to cope with the errors that do occur is signifi cantly improved. Whether didactic lectures before 
simulation exercises will improve performance and whether simulation education and assessment can 
help practitioners reduce legal risks in medical practice are debatable.
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